” A 
A 6 S 
2 8 22 


; * e ww ; | Q ons 
ö N a | EW ns a . * 2 25 ee 7 
8 e R 9 
pee RED Ts Fg | 7 | 


* * 


54 IRR — 
f 


4 


- 


A 
— 


OF HIS 


— 
= 


- 


CONTAINING 
NDIE.S. 


_— 
1 


o 


* 


OBS ERVATIONS 
ON SOME PASSAGES 
1 


".% 


1 

* 

* 
ee. 
2 
8 
Q 
= 
J 
— 
* 


a * 3s. : =  .. 5 

4. : A »T% N 
4 4 4'3*. 8 7 l 7 pews 
Wor 1 ane * 


1122 SER 


Id 


8. Nut 
Et 8 Ty. Sed 
22 2 8 


8 4 


Ll 
ts." aa 
- * 5 * : = 
is 12 
75 —_ * a 
* 8 \ 4 — 
r he” 4 4 
* . 
4 * 4 
a * 
of 
1 % * 5 
o 
2 1 2 
* . 1 
1 — #1 5 
6 x 
* .* l * 
*** _ \ F 4 
FF a : 
o — 8 . 
. * £ N * 


* . 
* 
4 
> 
. 
— < 
4 - . * 
8 * 4 * 
* x 
* — 1 4 » 
. 
x — 
* 
” 
+ s 
C 0 a 
” * # 
* — 
* < 
* 
" : * 
4 . * — * 
— 
v - * 20 
” " 5 
er — 
* * 
_ * * * » 
i "P's 
o' * * 
* 4 
* * 
* 
* 
- 
* % 
» 
. 
iF 
” 8 * 
4 ” 
* z 
* 
- 
4 / 
. 
q 
1 
* = Mos 
"by 1 
2 2 * 2 
9 oY - 
DOE: Fe * 
= 4 
* g wh; + 
4 . z 
* 7 * 


5 en e eat a rey . — 
. gn ao i age RO rr wes” 5% 48 
e 1 
G 8 e 2 . 


fo good an underſtanding warped by prejudice, and ſuch fine talents 


and deliberately commence the advocate of barbarity, and proſtitute 


deed, the moſt formidable advocate T have ſeen for the continuance of 


| Teems to be the reluQant ſacrifice, of your humanity and candour, td 
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Fon M your 7 Fe And highly e produtticn, 1 ws 
many concluſions and opinions, very different from thoſe, which the 
author wiſhed to impreſs or inculcate. I muſt own, I peruſed your 
book with an equal mixture of pain and pleaſure, perceiving, as I did, 


employed in the taſk of pleading the cauſe of oppreſſion. 
I cannot believe, that a liberal and ingenuous ſpirit would knowingly 


the di of the biſtoric page to the propagation of error and the ſup- 
pott abuſes. Your book is a Nrong proof how far education and 
uſe may harden the tendereſt natures, and miſlead the ſtrongeſt under- 
Randings and how incapable men are of ſeeing in a juſt point of view, 
or in it's proper colours, What is <ither too 1 near them, or too con- 
tantly before their eyes. x po : 

To ſhow you, that 1 am 1 in what 1 gay, I ſhall 8 the — 
liberty of adverting to ſome poſitions contained in your book, and of 2 
examining. the arguments, on which they are founded. You are, in- = 


the ſlave trade, and the more formidable, from your not appearing 421 
direct advocate. 'Your determination in favour of this cruel traffic 


* arguments in favour of ſlavery, * W 
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: 04 97 
in yet, in form, are produced with's tone'of mcderesset and 

a ſeeing reluctance of heſitation and doubt, which, nn, 5 
give them greater weight with the reader. 

Your einne i vis nt" biathnts, of th Wi enke 
ſeems to be grounded on the follow ing conſiderations —That the 
ſlave trade is not a practice contrary to humanity, as we have been 
taught to think it, but perfectly reconeileable to philanthrapy, and 
even conducing to the preſervation of the human race. The negroes 
are an inferior ſpecies of beings, groſs in their intelleQs, and peryerſe 
in their diſpoſitians ; they are only to be governed. by ſeverity, and do 
not deſerve to be conſidered, or treated as men. But, Fapporing er the 
traffic in i human fleſh 2s contra | humanity and ju be ad We. 
pleaſe, yet myſt 3 it be continged ; 1 5 were it relinquiſhed by Great Great 
Britain, the iſlands would lie ae e for want of bands, ada | 
the exportation 'of ſlaves from He would not be diminiſhed, but 
the profits of the ape trade would paſs from us to other nations. , 

As to the firſt point, . you ſeem perſuaded, that a great part "of the 
world is in an error reſpecting the ſlave trade; and that. vary thoſe 
nations who have alrcady aboliſhed it, and the well. meaning perſons 
in the B/A dominions who are advocates for aboliſbing it, labour wt 
under a groſs miſtake, inaſmuch as the continuance of Lavery, and 
the traffic by which the ſtock of ſlaves is upheld, are 1 0 — 
concileable to bumanity, and, inſtead of being, az they are | 
ſuppoſed, deſiructive of the human ſpecies, materially condyte \ toi it's > 
preſervation. You defend the general humanity of the treatment, which 
the negroes experience on their paſſage from Hie to de Welt foes : 
from the captains and ſupercargoes of laves, previous o theit ir | ing 
brought to market, and from their reſpedtive owners, after 1 5 be- 
come the property of planters ; and you queſtion, as wholly 01 
highly exaggerated, the ee which bas been e par cy: 
rr een 
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4 iGruifing pet, 18 
i erben. chmee her ny ties of palin to outrage all the 
 feelingy;of.bumanily ? to, tear the wife from her huſband, the virgin 
q infant of the gare 
attention. of, it parents, aud the cy And 9 repid parents of 
be, duty and, ppport. of, their ofpring2.,..? You. admit yourſelf that 
| ſuicide, 3 is frequent among the negrocs. . No "RL. favourable eee 
5 0 925 being treated with bumanity, | 


ou give a flattering picture of the nditic tion of the flaves. i in, the 
"of Indies, and, ampare. ie with wat þ gu vr, peaſantry at home, 
Ber, i he compa + ER he nuke feature, 


Fu 2. effential dj ble blefling, that, endears | 
f bs ri A FF dove for his. N waſtes and bis caverng— 
e & g:.. The peaſant, if he Tho eee is 
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5 5 | Fange Server of home, as the 

poet. 40 i 1 his toll, and af his "mines and deſpon 

q enc Ne | | | 
univ. BS! he can emigrate to. me 19 5 land where . 
bopes allure him; and amidſt, der ere toll, and want, he is free 

| from fripes and bon bonds, h his perſon is  lacred, he repoſes in dhe ſhade 
of the conſtitution, the. Lorin Fable | 


aboyt hj ol and he 9 Dl ith pres tharthe 


Me 17 if 1 place an | weig in the, | civ ce. es 
big e to. be. al wed ;for a repo e JR 
gh mer . h. and 


| : ider u tion fre And 
-porkurs, ap] the nepallary Jullendaca, of pingl Garation als fuficyt 
to their happineſs? Are there not ingredients mixed in their cup 


t bo e ee ae and ſtern com- 
pulſion ? 


palin? Day ſucceeds ts , „hon; bps bp clan, and bling 
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| You ſeem to think chat the condition'of th#/"greitcr pare" bf" the 
 negroes in the Weſt Indies i is not pltered for the 2 2 2 
fold into Navery in our colonies, "inaftnuch" as mat cf them 6 
ſlaves in their own country; it apparing in evident, 'as you” 
that there are many individuals in rica, who' poſſelz large nuthbe 
of ſlaves, and occaſionally drive à traffic in thoſe poor creatures; 95 
conſtitute a conſiderable part of their wealth. But, ſuppoſing this to 
be the fact, in their own country, ſlaves as they are, the negroes are 
ſurrounded by their wives, en. and near cotitiexions ; and when 
they come to the ſlave t „ they are t6tn from all theſe. "We 
know, too, that 'conditivis, to which we have bee accuſtomed; 
and evils, which we have Jong endured, appear more tolerable from 
habitude, and that new and untried ſituations appear more d dreadfu 
from their novelty; and we may naturally conclude, that a e wi 
not deem ſervitude in his own country, to a perſon of his own tribe! 
hue, and religion, {o dreadful, as ſavery accompanied Wich bani N 
ment to a foreign land, where he becomes the property of a ſtranger, 7 
whoſe hue, whoſe language, religion, and manners, are all revolting 
alike to his feelings and apprefienſions. © UNI! Pt ORE Ph 
| You allow, that no ceftain or preciſe keen is eaſily to be 5 
tained of the means by which the market for flayes is annually kept 
up and ſupported in Africa; the ſeveral inftances that are given, 
ariſing from captivity, in war, delinquency; and debt, Juſtly appear to 
you inadequate. to ſo great and abundant à ſupply ; and, as you ob- 
ſerve, it is difficult ro imagine, that caſual contributions of this kind 
can poſſibly furniſh out an annual export of 74,000 perſons'®. 
_ Suppoſe, as you tate, that there is bw 1 2 nations: 
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Hm pri hire ada bn ch Ae inhaitpoce of bonds 
ani] iripes ; yet, are we to reject. as fabulous, the accounts of peace- 
ful towns. fired on, and the unoffending inbabitants made priſoners, 
by the cw of Eurapeen;ſhips,: or of nations! engaged in hoſtilities 
 without/-provocation, and ſolely aftuated. by the deſus of making 
flayes ? Hawe not the bonds: of ſaciety been looſed, and the ties of , 
nature. diſſalued? Ia not the hand of: brather armed againſt: his 
brerber? Are not the hearts of parents/iecled. againſt; their offspring, 
by the corrupting influence; of a baneful traffic, and the contagious 
_ example of Eurepeam avarice' and European: treachery? Indeed, you 
yourſelf ſeem to give up this part of the cauſe when you come to- 
ſpeak of /d, odo reaſonable: beinge, (in the Englith iſlands only). 
uin a ſtate of harbaritycabdoflavery, of :whom, Lwill not fay the 
<<, major; part, but great numbers aſſuredly, have been torn from 
«<6 their native country and deareſt conne ions, by means which no 
good mind cam reflect upon en nen. 
« milerationg'and forrow #27 11077 Ohno bi ap oe nlt pond 
_ You ſeem tobe perſuaded that tie proſpeſ- of x das male is a 
motive to clemency and a ſource 'of mercy, while the warrior is in- 
duced to ſave the life of his captive, and the magiſtrate to ſpare the 
criminal, by the proſpect of that gain, which may accrue from a ſale 
of their perſons. Let it be gruntod, that many might be put to death 
Ten e eee me the are market What is the Ron . 
; coniaiel dutch; and ee ae baker 
out miſerable oxiſtence, a it were, 'drop / by drop, or atom by 
„„ bon CELLS a hot yg: 
To proceed basche trfitniend-which the flaves: experience. in the 
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| #atiralito.many ind theigedin:oc pdrent-bf l eib ſockety 3-4hÞ felis 
the fungous-excreſcence of avarice and; Juzuty.. Tha lavjfh ate. is 
| planted in him paſſions and fabulties fulceptible of H. 


ties, and leaves him no ſource or ſpring of 
then, bf «til ah, leg Endeapurt'to 6 


_ 5 

«' Meditate" labor, . eigowycnaid ae ws 
% which ern HOOP b bening eU i tee 
day that is pai 6% de 1 4 att bf Paps ifelididy) 
* Md. l fangs iow here ue ieee mag nee 
on ſuck met, and eompulfion;/ts x üstaih dessen ie hf ind = 
e. charity. L cabnot greg UN 00) this üg mae life men haves 
no incentive khovemultion's” a lde uad 'eapaiends M the cows - 
trary. The chifſt of cams a, ſaperioricy' wg i ſa age life = 
with more ſtrength, petfiaps, d d poli- tit e motives of 
action are leſs varied in fut, and leſd uniſom an operativh i bot their 4 
temporary and interrupted impulſe, hem it docs aft; is; ore. ane 
gatic, Kha dg matt .iihſtantansduadand :rapob.o, Two r hf 
e axnotions, three de emen boot, and, of coutſe, tiro 
5 4 love of freedqeas. And che heb of. mona Tow expteſ- 1 
ſion is iuaccurate un maniſtſtiy, confound ane lift and n 
life; they differ as widely as north from "auth-11;The:ſavee:fiite is 


ſtate is uopatural to nab; the -carraption and: diſenſe of civil ſacidtyr,. 


without: incentives ta-emulition.zi.and why? berauſe it is hopeleſs. 
It is. without motives: of aſtiam g ahd;mwby 2/ becauſe it; degrades. ile, 


|  riature of man, nnd behumbs his dacultica]: If the, dete leaves 


no incentives to emulation, no motives of aon, it ĩs mariifeftly.ut- - 
natural to man, and ſubverſive oſ tho deſigns of his Createt, who im- 


CoMruLszon is HUMANITY. and naar Severe ſentigoet 
What muſt be the ſtute thut juſtifies is ? The baieful defponding in- 
— TT ET "i 

n | 
„ ane 


X's} 


net em to reflorethe aQtivity and vigoub (lf tit deſtroyed; 
and ſubſtitutes, cruelty and compolſion for the ee of ee j 
and legitimate motives. of exertion. TR RTE 5h it if | 
\ Compullion' $0 aicertain degree 15 humanity and ay Able 
; the bleſſed effects of that humanity and charity—a yearly conſumption 
of zg ge af the human ſpecies in the Eng/5Þ iflands alone ! It is ob- 
{erved by a ſenſßdle weiter that the flaves in the M India iſlands are 
the only;claſa of beings. that do; not increaſe their numbers; and why? 
. Through the . bleſſed influence of that ; compulſive humanity and cha- 
fity«- Here is am acknowledged fact, from which an inevitable conelu- ; 
Gon. ariſes; ironger tha à thodſand witneſſes, and i "mn et ede to 
all the fluttering pictures of the condition of flavery . 
Let us eramine the humanity and ebarmy of the fla trade a this 
more minutely. We will betzin at the African lave market. How are 
the aged, the infant, and the female, the fickly and the feeble, fitted 


to endure the horrors of a voyage on board a flave ſhip? Would it not 


de hetter to be put to death: at onte, as you infinvate is the fate of 
ſich Hayes as are rejetediby'the buyers, 'than'to periſh! 'by the linger- 

Ing miſery; that awaits'them in the poſſeſſion of Europeans? I do not 
mean to repeat what Has appeared in evidence reſpecting the ſufferings 
of the'negroes, on board flaye Guis: T wiſt' to take every fact on your 
on ſtatemarits [You allow that the negroes, in general, are ſtrongly . 
attached do their ;countrymen'Þ, | that they have a fond affection for ö 
their native ſoil, inſomuah, that, in abſence, they look on death with 
_ tranſport, as the welcome inſtrument of their return. What then muſt 
beiths ſenfatibns of thoſe vor b Ar nc, torn from their countty- 

| men and their native land, loaded with chains, and violently®borne far 

diſtant, derte the Chance or ho again beholding ohjects ſo juſtly 
} dear?” Wherdver you' Peak of 5 pn 8 1: am EE 11 0 5 that 


14424 1 1 ll 
70 to 0. ſpeak of: them. an mere. animal, and do. nee en 
e Wicks IL744 
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chooſe them, and invited to amuſe themſelves with the dance and ſohg 


C's. 


feelings of FP OPER Oar 9c OO” | 


ferings. You. detail particularly. the treatment of the wegroes on board = 
the ſlave ſhips they are nouriſhed: with wholeſome food, occaſions 
ally exhilarated with drams, furniſhed with pipes and tobacco, if the 7 


The frequent attempts to regain their liberty, and the many inſtances 
of ſelf-deſtruQion among the negroes, during the paſſage from rica 
to the Veſ Indies, ſhow that they are not as ſenſible as might be er- 
ee ee and agremem of this ſituation. | 
of ſufferings and mutuality of ſorrowa prove the baſis of the deareſt 
attachment and firmeſt connexion. New terms of relationſhip are 
deviſed, new ties of fondũeſs art formed between the oppreſt and tho 
miſerable, the helpleſs, and the hopeleſs; While human nature ex- 
pands itſelf to graſp at comfort, and embraces objects of affeQzon and 
attachment, even in the boſom of miſery-and deſpair. We may con- 
ceive what muſt, be the feelings of theſe unfortunates, and how great 


. muſt be the ſufferings and the ſorrows; of their dreadful voyage, on 
board a ſlave ſhip, from the deep aud melancholy: impreſſion which 


ſeems to remain on their minds, and the new aud. fond attachments 
which ariſe on the paſſage, You ſtate that the term rA is 


underſtood among the negroes + as ſignifying a relationſhip of the moſd 


endearing nature; perhaps, as recalling. the time when the ſuf- 


« ferers were cut off together from their common country and kindred, 


and awakening reciprocal ſympathy from the amis azarae mu- 
« tual affliction.“ 


1 muſt add to this, that the dave e 8 e * | 
QruBtion of » number nes Mm nn als e 


* It is admitted on all hands, that che men flaves 8 * when they firk 


come on board: the mode is by faſtening every two men together, the right ancle of one 
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. fond. Wm your own ſtatement . The ſlave mer- 
oY TOR: it in his. power to maintain his captives for any 


<< length of time, ayows his intention of deſtroying them, if not ſold 
« by a certain day and the work of death is ſometimes performed 
„within ſight of the Engliſh ſhips.” Many of the ſlaves are brought 
to market, from remote regions, by needy and rapacious perſons, nei- 
ther able nor willing to maintain them for any length of time ; mur - 
der, therefore, is the conſequence: of any delay, which not only de- 
prives their owners of the proſpe& of immediate profit, but ſubjects 
them to an cxpence; which they are ill able to ſuſtain. At whoſe 
door is the -guilt of this to be laid? Surely of the Europeans who fre- 
quent; the market, and incite the natives to this criminal commerce. 
I will allow, with you, that che tories of exceflive whipping and 
ba mutilation are much . ee as to frequency and 
- atrocity . It may even be true, that eruelty (by which I 
take it for granted, you mean exceſſive cruelty extending to life and 
limb) are not only rare, but univerſally reprobated, when diſcovered, 
and even puniſhed when capable of legal proof. From the very nature 
of ſlarery ſuch inftances muſt frequently paſs: undiſcovered, and will 
ſeldom, very ſeldom indeed, be capable of legal proof. Taking facts 
on your ſtatement, and as they appear through your ſoftened colour- 
ing, I cannot think, that any unprejudiced perſon will be perſuaded, 
that the general treatment of the ſlaves is mild, temperate, and in- 
dulgent. The legiſlature; it is true, has interfered to ſoften the hor- 
rors of their condition 3 but you allow, that it has been impoffible, to 
carry into effect ſome of its beſt! provifions—that, for inſtance, that in 
the ſale of ſlaves care ſhall be taken not to ſeparate the different 
branches of the ſame familx. 

Take the negro on his landing. Von nen g 
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©'* Hi, of the Well Tins, Vell. + Ibid. 8 
f 1 « fellow 


A 


of deſpair, looking to death, à8 l ptempt relief fro Wlguith; ft 
may be the determined [effort of hardy and ferovious courage; pre- 


| ' C4 12 9 | : 
«« fellow: creatures. in comivink and exile, ann inetd to boblle 


view, and ſold: Ie a herd of osttie. Vet I end bt obſeb ve (ay 


** you), that the negrüer them ſelves were opprefled With tau of 
« thoſe painful ſenſationa, which a perſon uuaceuſtomed te the ſcetie 
„% would naturally attribute to ſuch appatent Wretehetnefd. If 
they are men, they muſt feti it. At is not very eaſy” ſor the cura 
ſory, perhaps the prejudiced ſpectator, intereſted to /apologize'to! his 


own heart for the ſhare he takes in what is paffng, and unse- 


quainted, as he is, with the language and abe manners of che 
negroes, it is not eaſy ſotr him to diſcetu, what id pafug with- | 
in their boſoms. The ſeeming” uncodcern of theſe 'unhappy beings 
may be variouſly aocounted for. It may be lthe Frantic! 


pared alike to: ſuffer and to dire; Mich, 'colle&ted within itſeig takes 


a pride in ſhowing its: contempt of pain and afflition, — Bute! moſt } 
probably the cauſe. is different from'both theſe: triotives; and this. ton 


du} may reſult from fear, or ptudenes. IU ih band ane bus 


Thbe negro, before he is long in the poſſoffon of Europrant; Mun 
from the ſeverity. of his condition} to repreſt Bis emotiens, atid difyuiſe = 


his feelings. The dejection of ſorrom is imputed 6 Him ie fullen- 


neſs. His tears are criminal, and his complaitits'\perhape? expoſe = 


him to puniſhment. This being tlie baſe, it requfres bo enttaordinary 


fagacity in him to perceive; that it is neteflſary for Rim to conform 


to his ſituation, ad that, were he: to fhow any extraordinary ſenfi- 


bility, he would be regarded with a jenlous oye, as 4 mutindus and 


diſaffected flave, who would ſee the ſrt opportunity to effect bis 
eſcape. SAR Ale 11 SHAH" A Bin ig 


Some af the . ien ee ce to ad cantitin- 


ance of the importation o negroes, are ſtroug, to den inee ef rhat 


the condition of the ſlave muſt. be truly wretehed. The plantations, 
: | vs, 5 1 2 7 37 - N Wt . | 3+ 1 1 you 
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en en . How then muſt the miſerable negro 
* vvelaboured !\ The farms are underſtocked—yet there is a yearly 
One” of about forty' thouſand negrocs. to the Britiſh iſlands 
one - Wbhat then muſt be the annual conſumption of the human 
ſpecies in this finall portion of the inhabited globe? lt is com- 


© $puted,” fays Mr. Hume, e that 4 ſtock of ſlaves grows worſe five per | 


«cent; every year, unleſs new ſhves be bought to rectuit them *. " 
The words of that diſcetning and 'philoſophic writer are very ſtrong 


Si "this" ſubje&t. The practice of flavery - being ſo. common in 
. attiquity, muſt have been deſtructive, to a degree, which no expe- 
nicht could repair. All I pretend to infer from theſe reafonings, 
eben is in general dlladvantageous both to the bappiueſs | 


. and be populoufnefs of mankind r.“ And the univerſal prevalence 


ef 'Navery'is one of the chief arguments adduced, by this profound 8 


ure 7 order to combat a en Den of ancient 
nations. +190 15 14 {4361 HE 7 


It was the ae He e wall ay! fin e to 


| diſcourage) and prevent; as much. as poſſible, the propagation of the 


"| ſpecies among their flaves.” Ham evinces this by various quotations | 
from the claſſies. The ſame maxims' of policy or economy pre- 


vail amongſt; in of ee e, e " on 
e eee 43; 3 ei 
be at . . hee 
| « creatures, aud that of. cattie; but being extremely juſt, when 
applied to the preſent ſubject, it may be proper to trace the con- 
Lſequences af it. At the capital, nean all great cities, in all rich 
12 populous! induſttious provinces, few cattle are bred. Proviſions, 
10 eee attendance, labbur, are there dear, and men find better 


ie account in buying g esetle, after thay come to eee 
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« ape, 8 the remoter and cheaper counties. .. Theſe, are, "=" 
«« quently, the only breeding countries for cattle ; and. by a parity of 
« reaſon, for men too, when. the latter, are put upon the ſame foot- - 
« ing with the former. To rear a child in London: till he could be 
4 ſerviceable, would coſt much dearer, than to buy one, of the fame. 
<< age, from Scotland or Ireland, where he had boon raiſed in a cottage, - 
* covered with rags, and fed on oatmeal and potatoes. Thoſe who 
% had flaves, therefore, in all the richer and more pogulons coun» | 
14 tries, would diſcourage the pregnancy of the females, and either 
<< prevent or deſtroy the birth; the human ſpecies would peri in 
<< thoſe places where it ought to increaſe the faſteſt ; and a perpe- 

u tual recruit be needed, from all the poorer, and more deſert pro» 
<< vinces. Such a continued drain would tend mightily, to depopulate 


<< the ſtate, and render great cities ten times more deſtructive than 


4 with us, where every man is maſter of himſelf, and provides for 


4 his children, from the PR WH OI n 0 
4 tions of ſordid intereſt u. & Ig 


PEE” 


"Theſe reflections furniſh a key,” {dt Wage 
how it happens, that there is fo great an annual demand for ſlaves in 
the Weſt India iſlands. A ſtock. of ſlaves is conſidered in the fame- 
light as a ſtock of cattle; the principles of rural economy, and the 
calculations of loſs and gain, are more conſidered, and have greater in- 
Auence, with reſpe& to them, than the. precepts of morality; and the 


principles of chriſtianity, The planters reaſon thus with them- 


ſclves— Proviſions, clothing, lodging, | attendance, labour—all' are 
dear. We may purchaſe an adult ſlave, fit for labour, for a leſs 
ſum then it would ceſt to rear him. Vou yourſelf ſtate +, that there is 
an annual diminution of the number. of flaves 3 which muſt be the 
caſe, ſince, as you ſay, notwithſtanding the yearly recruit by importa- 
tion, the farms are ſtill underſtecked ; and you confeſs, that it muſt 
* Hume's Edlays, Vol. I, p. 420. ' + H. ie RG 
1788 6 * | 
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| be frankly adrmitted, that ſlavery, in its mildeſt form, is unfriendly 


to population. Hence vou draw an argument againſt the abolition 
' of the ſlave trade; but, in my mind, this confideration, if duly 


weighed, furniſhes an  unanſwerable plea againſt its continuance. 


What muſt be that condition of life, if life it may be called, which 


counteracts all the propenſitics a nature, a A Wa influence of a 


55 warm and benignant climate! 


Fou will ſeek to account for this Linentable waſte of the human 
ſpecies, this tremendous and inceſſant depopulation amongſt the un- 
happy*negroes, from cauſes independent of exceſſive labour or. ſevere 


_ treatment.—Not a third of the flaves imported are women, as appears 


by your ſtatement. Whether this proceeds from choice or neceſſity, 


I know not; war and delinquency, as you obſerve, fiud fewer 
victims among the ſofter kind; and on this principle you would 


account for the redundancy of males. But war and delinquency, on 


your own ſtatement, furniſh but' a ſmall proportion of the ſlaves, 


which come to market. We muſt account for this fact, then, i in 
fome other way: The aſſortment of any vendible thing brought to 


market will be always determined by the wiſhes and demands of 
the buyers. The greateſt poſſible quantity of immediate labour, not 


the increaſe of his breed of ſlaves, will be the object of the planter; 
of courſe, he will ſeek adult males in the market ®, to the excluſion 
of women: and children; at leaſt, he will give a decided preference 
to the former. The direct contrary of this muſt happen at a 


Cireaſtan ſlave market, and for an obvious reaſon. Hence it appears 


Why (independent of other reaſons) a ſmaller number of female ne- 
groes are purchaſed by the flave buyers. And as the more ſuſceptible 
minds and.feebler frames of women muſt render them more ſenſible 


| of the horrors of their condition;"and leſs able to encounter the hard- 


ä * Iris ſhocking, as Mr. 8 hs ene nk ts of th human 
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ſhips and miſery n on board Wan b bre ele 
of the weaker ſex will periſh during the paſſagee. iy eſt. 

From this ſtatemeut it follows, that two thirds of. the, negro. men 
muſt be doomed to. celibacy, in addition to all their other Miſeties. 
The conjugal union ſweetens all the enjoytments, and alleviates all che 
bitterneſs. of life; but it is pecbliarly neceflary.to gender the condi- 
tion of the poor tolerable, and to prevent groſs licentiouſneſs;and de- 
bauchery among the mean and uneducated. A partner ig Abou con- 
fidante in ſorrow a nurſe in ſickneſs—who but a wife willadhere to 
the indigent aud outcaſt ? I muſt conſider, this ſolitary doom of a great 
majority of the negroes as amoug the prime ſeyerities of their/fate« ,- 

This great redundancy, of males among the negro flaves' does not 
operate only to prevent the men, who are deprived; of female; part- 
ners, from continuing their ſpecies, but is a fatal impediment to the 
fertility of the women. The conſequence | of the redundancy of 
by males,” ſay you , £ is ſhocking licentiouſneſs, and, profligacy, 


40 among the women (hs. are expoſed to temptations, which: they 


« cannot reſiſt) barrenneG, ee #96 want nen 
40 nal tenderneſs to their children.” Patt 


| The number of negro ſlaves. in. the Weſt India iſlands belonging to 
the Engliſh agen e calculation, ive; "a million f. The „ 
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e e the whole number af negroes jmported. 
. A-promiſcuous intercourſe with the other ſex prevents many of the 
women from becoming breeders. Suppoſe, on theſe ' accounts, that 
only one tenth of the negro ſlaves are women that continue the 
breed—there are fifty thouſand females ; a ſufficient number, ſurely, 
to maintain the ſtock of ſlaves, without reſorting to importation, 1 
were marriages encouraged among thoſe poor people; were any pains 
taken to correct their licentiouſneſs, and maintain regularity of man- 

ners among them; and any reaſonable attention beſtowed on the pre- 

ſervation of their offspring. But the melancholy truth is, that while, 
as J ſaid before, a full grown negtro can be purchaſed at leſs coſt 
than he can be reared,” very few negro infants (comparatively ſpeak- 
ing) will be born, e e a MP ee indeed, * . 
' tain to maturity. | 
in the uſual Ny of alas, the number line i us this 
whole number of the inhabitants of any country as one to thirty- 
five. Under the peculiar circumſtances of the negroes, the births 
muſt bear a yet ſmaller proportion to the whole number. Let us 
ſuppoſe them to be as one to fifty, there will be ten thouſand births; 
which added to the number of negroes imported, give a yearly ac- 
ceſſion of fifty thouſand to the exiſting ſtock of flaves ;' and yet, it 
appears that their number, inſtead of daily increaſing, as one might 

| —_ is rather on the "decline; and the farms are underſtocked. 
How this happens, it is not difficult - to conceive. I ſhall not make 
the reflections on this ſtatement that the ſubject naturally ſuggeſts; 
but, ſurely, it is worthy the conſideration of an enlightened nation, 
that values itſelf on its humanity, to try whether this enormous 
prodigality of rational exiſtence e be avoided, or at leaſt re- 
trenched. 
As a Kung of the erent and: injldiclous manner in which the un- 
fortunate negroes are treated, and of the little attention which is paid 
to their health, their preſervation, or their wants, I ſhall advert 2 a 


* 


cnn. 


dropſical, and complain of a constant wneafideſs in the ſtarach, for 


which they find a temporary telief in rating ſome kind of earths) #1 


< have beard of owners and manager ſo ſavuge and ignorant tb t. 


. tempt the cure by ſovere pun niſhments, conſiderimg dirt-eating;-not 
nus a-malady; but a crime. (ou hope) that xo ard v ep 


«is extinQ,” but vou do not ſpeak, as if fuch were the caſe. - Sas; 
1 hall} not multiply inſtances of eruelty and brutälity, er en- 

large on the ſpectacle of human creatures driven to their taſk with 

the ſcourge, worn out aid: fainting; under continued and exceſſive 


aa. which is ated ir your boch. The niegroes are; ſubject 10 8 | 
certain malady called war A gh, dr the ſtomach evil j they becoma 


toil; theſe ſudjects have been fufficiently detailed by \\preceding = 


writers. I proceed to another 'ciecumſtarice of , wretctiedneſs' in 
the condition of the unhappy negroes —No care is taken to inſtruct 


thera in the principles of morality, or to lead them, by the mild and 
patient arts of perſuaſion, to a knowledge of the 'CHRISTIAN RR. 


LIGrON: Nothing of this kind has been attempted, generally or 
in a legiſlative manner; und as to the endeavours of a few welkimean« 
ing and pious chriſtians, they are too inconſiderable, and too cotrfined 


in their operation, to form an exception to the poſition'4. If, iriſtead = 


of treating the negroes as brute beaſts; with reſpect both to their bodies 


and their minds, ſorne pains were employed in civilizing and in- 


ſtructing them, the ſame degree of labour, which is now extorted 
from ſullen and teluctant diſpondency, by the terrors hn wee 
would be moſt 'cheerfully membered ore any 
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ule minds of the lves would bs. reſeus, fromthe terrific and dos 
in ſpells and incantations, which, as you ſtate, make ſuch deplorabli 
ravages among them. Believe me, the progreſs of knowledge, and 


the propagation: of chriſtianity, would be more effectual, than a 
| thouſand ſanguinary ſtatutes, to deliver mꝶmꝶmꝶggqqä e 
tive conſequences of Obeah practice . 
Vou yourſelf ſeem to feel the Aer of gegen e ber 
which appears in the management of the negroes ; and with reſpect 
to one particular circumſtance, the negle of the ſabbath, you ex- 
_ preſs. yourſelf in a; manner, Which docs honour to you, heart. 
2A third meaſurs has been recommended, of leſs doubtful efficacy ; 
fs it is, to render the ſabbath, hat it ought to be, a day of reſt and 
% religious improvement ; to which end, the markets of Sundays 
£20008 to be ſuppreſt. Taz AnR A piscxAceTo A CHRISTIAN 
** COUNTRY. And. if a market is found abſolutely neceſfary to en- 
j courage the negroes in labouring for aj eee, e 
„ one a fortnight, may be appropriated for the purpoſe +.” But, 
notwithſtanding your eulogium on the mild and humane treatment, 
which the ſlaves experience, it appears by your own confeſſion, that 
ſo far from the prevalence of a merciful and humane ſpirit, ſuch is 
the | unrelenting avarice, and ſuch the eruel ſhort-ſighted policy of 


44 


co 


religion, and even ſuggeſted hy prudence, is objected to, and would 
be univerſally oppoſed, en eee torn 
bour in the year of the whole community ::. hs»: 
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condition of the negroen, their liability to be aa b eee 683 
made ſubject, in a courſe of adminiſtration by executors, to payment 
of all debts, both of ſimple contract and ſpecialty ; you deſcribe the 
miſery conſequent on this regulation, in ſuch pathetie terms, that 
I ſhall tranſcribe the paſſage . In a fety years a good negro! gets 
«« comfortably eſtabliſhed, - has built himſelf a houſe, obtained a wife; 
and begins to ſee a young family riſing about him. His proviſion 
ground, the creation of his o induſtry, affords him, not only 
<< ſupport, but the means of adding ſomething to the mere neceſſurles 
« of life. In this ſituation he is ſciged on by the ſheriff's officer; 
« forceably ſeparated from his wife and children; dragged to public 
auction, purchaſed by a ſtranger, and perhaps” ſent to end his 
e miſerable exiſtetice in the mines of Mexico, ſecluded from the light 
„of heaven; and all this, wuhout any erime or demerit on bis part. 
** real or pretended. He is puniſhed becauſe his maſter is unfortu- 
nate. I do not believe, that any caſe of fores or fraud in Africa 
« can be productive of 'greater miſery ;* neither can it be urged; 
4 that, -like ſome unauthorized" caſes of eruelty in the Welt Indies, 
it happens but ſeldom: unhappily, it occurs every day; and 
under the preſent ſyſtem, will continue to oeeur- This griev« 
„ ance, ſo remorſeleſs and tyranntical in its principle, and fo dread- 
ful in its effects, though not (originally created, is now” upheld = 
« and confirmed, by a Britiſb act of Parliament, procured vy. and 
«« paſſed for the benefit of Bririſs creditors.” And F bluſh te add; 
<< that its motives and origin have ſanctiſied the meaſure even iu 
44 the opinion of men, Who are among the loudeſt deelaimers againſt 
« ſlavery, and the flave trade. Thus the odious ſeverity" of the 
„ Roman law, which declared ſentient beings to be inter res, is 
« revived and perpetuated in a country that pretends to chriſ- 
« tianity.”—Your indignation is juſt; your are liberal | | 
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as pious; but I am ſorrʒꝛ to find ſo much inconſiſteney in the cm- 


paſs of a ſe pages. Hoy can I reconcile the foregoing extract with 
your aſſertions, that the nzgroer hre treated with mildneſs and bu- 


maaity? or with your urgent pleas. for the neceſfty of continuing 


me ſlave trade? Is it not a neceſſary condition of ſlavery, that the 


aue muſt bete ps deeper ener ef eee 
r D mn n en, ITT; 388; 


e . the EaghRtute ee dot this” katute 1s 


| eagle: the exiſtence” of flavery, It is not intro> 
ductory of any new law, zor 'creative of any new rights, but . 
explanatory of the old. While ſlaves eontinue to be ſuch, the maxims 


and principles ef the la iy muſt embrace them, and operates open. 


them acoording to- their coudition. As long as men · continue ti be 


as much goods and chattles as a herd of cattle, or houſehold furni- 
tore, they muſt be ſubject to all the maxims, rules, and regulations, bh 
chat govern'the poſſeſfien, or the transfer of moveable property. It 

would certainly be groſs injuſtice toward the planters, as welk as a 
greatthardſhip on'thern; if they ſhould be debarred from felling what 
they are allowed to buy. "You very juſtly obſerve, '* that the ſtare 
of the negro ſhould not be left to the capricious mercy, or vari- 


| — apherng of any man, but placed on a footing of perma- 


neut and known ſecurity, to bring with it content; or elſe the 
0 ſlave muſt be expoſed to all the horrors of fear and uncertainty— 
* this hour, the property of a mertiſuł and benignant' owner; the 

en next, liable, by his death or inſolvency, to be ſold to a brute and 
n tyrant,” Strange, that you ſhould not perceive; that the certainty 
of evil, and uncertainty of all good; are ſuch neceffiry and inſeparable 
' eanſequerices, indeed, ſo mutt the very effetice of ſlavery, that it is 
impoſſible to eugruft on that condition any change ot regulation, that 
will bring to the miſerable bondman any pertnanent or knopn. 
. "_ In nat he muſt ceaſe to be a ſlave, © 
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exhauſt the ſtrength Jong before it's natural. dealing, and. canſidarai 
ſhorten, the exiſtence of a human. creature, is more thay I can. preſuate 
What hamanity may. reaſonably demand. (ud. a; well-difpeſed; Nave = 
ol ie ind 


lar forces The overſcer's whip.knows no diſcretion, and often. does 


| dual, You yourſelf ſeem. to acknowledge, tbat, in onder to, render the 
condition of the, negraes. tolerable, labour ſhould be 
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| enmpolied by che terrors of the {eouege: 60 tal, without: gemiſton, inna 


to calculate. But I ſee plainly, that no attempt is made to aſcertain 


freely perform; no regulation is adapted, which might vary the taſk 
whether as to exertion or duration, according, to the natural. ſtrengtʒh 
al, ot the. occaſional. influence of indiſpoßtion, which, 
without confining the wretch, to the bed. of figknels, may igespacitate 

him for labour, both by. depreſon of ſpirit and, dimiaution of muſen- 


lady into an incurable. and mortal diſcaſe. The ooly. apportionment 


of tod to ſtrength, , or diſtin tion of ability to, Iabqur, is what reſults 
——yomen and boys and children —a claſſifestiom much too gener 
for, the purpoſes of humanity. in the equitable diſtributiaa of tail, A- 
cording to this comprehenſive diviſion, there is one comman meaſure 
of labour for all the. indiyiduals in a claſs ; and we man prſume, that 


not taken from the weakeſt among them. . You, yourſelf ſeem to feel 


the cruelty and injuſtire of this indiſcriminate. oxGion, of labour, this 
inhuman diſregard. to the phyſical, powers pf the unfortunate indivi- 


. 1 , 7 - : « 


of the labourer ; but, at the ſame time, ou frankly-goutels, that you 
think any regulation for this purpoſe. imptacticabie. Undoubtedly, it 
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| ON FIVE the owner having purchaſed nan 
domigion, over the perſon af his ae, a dominion guaranteed by the 
lawoſhis: county, in every thing ſhort of - life: and limb, coafiders = 
© hiradelf a8 inveſted with a right 10 diſpoſe of his time and labour, and 
aſſign hin employment, uncontrolled by any thing but his own diſ- 
ce.ͤcetiam or humanity; this right he juſtly: ſuppoſes to be inſeparable. 
_ fromthe: enjoyment of his ferviee,/ and wauld-exclaim loudly agaiof_ 
atiy attginpt to abridge or regulate it by law, as an infringement of hia 
property. Suck a regulation would, in fact, afford no veab protection 
or benefit to the ſlave, and would involve his awner in daily and in · 
ſuperable difficulties-; It would engage the negto in fruitleſs refiſtance- 
aud contention with his maſter, it would diffuſe a ſpirit af diſcumtent 
and difobedicyce,! and wonld male every day's taſk a ſource of litiga- 
Yom before the miigiſtrates It is freedom alone, excited by the hopes 
of gain, that finds in the voluntary; exertians of induſtry tha mazimum 
_ of-whas the ſtrength and faculties of the human ereature can perform. 
— Vo rotapitulste, in a few: words, your ſtatement of the ſituation of 
1 the; aegriors i in the Britiſs illands—Tbey ace torn (many of them by 
foree or fraud)-from:their native land, their homes, their friends, and 
| ain e they inn without 120 eine v mee 


Kas ele en their Ha Abepinks drivel their diy bees att. 15 


the ſeourge, and no- care is taken to proportion the meaſure of the 
taſk to the degree of ſtrength 3 their mind are neglected as much as 
their perſons ate coerced ; they are, for the moſt part, debarred of 
that! bappinefs which reſults from a virtuous union of the faxes 3 their 
fituation: for good or ilt-is wholly precarious, | dependiug- on the tem- 
rer and diſpofitios'of their owner ; and if any drop of comfort Mould: == 
chanee10/be mingle@ in their cup of afflictzon, it 'is liable every mo- 

ment to be daſhed from their lips, while gall unmixed is ſubſtituted in 
its 0 by the death Oey of OG e | 


ee 


1 a * % a p : 8 l * 


184 
Pen 


/ 


%% a tag 
Ae being ſuddenly transferred to a brutal e ö 
an unanſwerable proof of the miſery of the wretched ſlaves, we find 
that their condition is ſuch as to countera& the ſtrongeſt natural pro- 
penſities ; and that, notwithſtanding dh ee a rn e 
aigres; chair mehr RON been is rather on the decline. 
Lou allow the falt of iis eee eee thanay- + 
gen in the Brit iNlands,: but you afſert, that human nature muſt be 
in very favourable circumſtances to increaſe it's humbers. The di- 
rect contrary of this is the truth; it requires ſome uncommon. circum- 
ſtances of miſery and hardſhip, ſome very extraordinary (exertion of 
cruel and unnatural policy, EE WY b 
vent the. increaſe of human nature “. 115 tar nn 47 
The Jews multiplied under the! Ee 5ptian OI che Spartan 
helots multiplied, the Britiſd viltias multiplied, the northern /erfo 
multiply; no very favourable ſituations theirs, but wretched; on the 
contrary, in an extreme degree. lu the ordinary courſe of things, 
% human nature exerts its powers to multiply itſelf in an aſtoniſhing 
„ manner. In every tate, the population of which does not increaſe, 
or inereaſes flowly, and is not proportioned to the natural fecundity 
Ft « of, the' ſpecies, you may juſtly affirm, that there is ſotme defect, as 
i % great as the difference, between the actual population as it is, and 


„ that which it ought to be, had not the operation of this depopu- 

dal 3 lating cauſe taken place . It follows, that the ſlavery of the ne- 
yt groes is more cruel and mote deſtructive in its influence, than that of 7 

5 8 the Jews or helots of old; of the ancient Eng/z/b: villein, or of the 

5 peaſant in Poland or Muſcovy at this day. The ſtate of marriage is ſo 

1 attractive, that, unleſs there is an abſolute impoſſibility of ſupplying 


i | the wants to which. it gives birth, every citizen finds himſelf natu- 
"A N e hamma how, n ms I 
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. {my Ws 
and foetal Lats, feels a dreary void withis,' and and 'languiſhes for an 
object of permanent attachment: What ſhall we fay then of the heart- 
leſs and vorelenting regimen, that directly proſcribes all the bait * 
| ae and Kindeſt diſpoſitions in the heart of man? 

But the negroes, it ſhould ſeem, from your account of ten are * 
ferior beings; they are dull and intractable. Vou dwell on their ſup- 
poſed infetior nature and blameable propenſities, their ſlowneſs of ap- 
prehenſion, their loquacity and diſpoſition - to thieving and lying, as a 
Juſtification of the ſeverities exerciſed on them, and a pretence for re- 
taining them in ſlavery. All this, I muſt own, is rather infinuated, than 
direQly aſſerted by you; but I think it is fair to conclude from your 
manner of ſpeaking, that you are perſuaded, and would perſuade your 
readers, that were freedotn” beſtowed' on the negroes in our iflands, 
| their intellectual powers are ſo confined, and their habits of life and 
manners ſo depraved and vitiated, that they would be incapable 'of 
making the right uſe of the vaſt blefling. A latent ſelf-love is apt to 
-infe@ and colour the reaſonings, not only of the vulgar, but even of 
the enlightened and philoſophic mind.” By this internal flatterer we 
are inſenſibly led to take our ſtandard of excellence from our own 
qualities both natural and acquired; and to vie w, with diſlike and con- 
| tempt, thoſe-who materially differ from us in either; nay, to conſider 
human creatures in ſuch a predicament, as a race of beings inferior to 
ourſelves. - On ſuch a miſtaken principle has the learned and liberal pro- 
feſſor Robertſon endeavoured to juſtify the unprovoked aggreſſion of the 
Europeans in the conqueſt of the new world, and to palliate, if not defend, 

the crueltics committed by them in the proſecution of their deſign. 

It is well known that oppreſſion and ſevere treatment will degrade 
the nature and embrute the faculties. The agonizing reveries of 
-bopeleſs forrow and wild diſtraction, or the fullen inſenſibility of deep 
deſpair, reckleſs of the future, may appear ſtupidity to the undiſtin- 
| guiſhiog eye and e mind of the e It is not eaſy to 
ta | 15 D 5 appreciate 


are connected with other manly victues. The profound veneration for 


„ oh 


—* 


g nn the talents, or the moral qualities, whether 7 or m. of 


people with whoſe language and manners we have little or no ac- 


quaintance, and whom, | beſides, we deſpiſe too much to beſtow on 
them the degree of attention requiſite for making the eſtimate. A 
prejudiced or ſuperficial obſerver will impute many things to the negro 


as inſtances of depravity or want of capacity, that are, in truth, _ 


-the inevitable reſult of the difference of manners and religious in- 


ſtitutes of the leſs improved ſtate of ſociety, or of the imperfect pro- | 
greſs of arts and manufactures in their own country, Though you ſeem 
to be apprized of the difficulty of ſpeaking of the characters and dif- 
pofitions of the negroes, you allow that many of them poſſeſs eſti- 


mable qualities: the Coromantins, in particular, are actuated by a high | 


ſenſe of honour, and an intrepid and daring courage, which, no doubt, 


old age®, and the fond attachment to ſbip- mates, or thoſe who have been 
herd} in the ſame veſſel from Africa, are favourable traits in the cha- 


racter of theſe unfortunate people. Slavery is certainly a ſituation 


<« that neceſſarily ſuppreſſes many of the beſt affections of the human 
« heart ; if it calls forth any latent virtues, they are thoſe of ſympa- 
thy and compaſſion, towards perſons in the ſame con War 
„ life Of the miſerable people thus condemned to exile and ſervi- 
<« tude, though born in various. and widely ſeparated countries, it is 
« not eaſy to diſcriminate the peculiar manners and native propenſi- 


* ties. The ſimilar and uniform ſyſtem of life to which they are 


« all reduced; the few opportunities, and the little encouragement, 
t that are given them for mental improvement, are circumſtances that 


6c agel induce a r e and ene * of charaQer 


 * Neither is the CCC ad EL Mae. 
and titles of reſpect. It is founded on active principles of native. benevolence, furniſhing 


one of the few exceptions to Mere brit nes pop pron r . A 
Weſt Indies, Vol. II. & | 
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und diſpoſition ®. The day lay Hes) arp den rnd. fins 


6. takes away half his value, and, in fact, he loſes every impulſe to 


action, except that of fear 1. I am apt to think that the obſerva- 
tions which go in derogation of the moral or intellectual qualities of 
the negro, of his ſelfiſhneſs, cruelty, and revengeful diſpoſition, are 
chiefly taken from a review of thoſe who have been habituated to 
flavery, or born into that unhappy condition. The ſtupidity and in- 
capacity of the negroes, and their vicious and depraved propenſities, may 
be made a pretext for retaining them in captivity, and treating them 
like brute beaſts; but I muſt ſay, that it appears to me rather unjuſt 
and abſurd, to make the very blemiſhes and defects which the condi- 


tion of {lavery either creates or augments, the arguments for retain- 


ing thoſe miſerable creatures in a ſtate ſo unfriendly to all goodneſs, 


and ſo degrading to human nature. Slavery, make the beſt of it, de- 


baſes the mind, and disfigures the human character. But what is the 
flavery of the negro? Compare his condition with that of a ſlave 


among the ancient -Gree&s and Romans : they educated: their ſlaves 


with care; they taught them uſeful arts, and enlightened them with 


ſcience ; and, finally, they cheered and OY them in their ne, | 


with the proſpect of manumiſſion. 

Lou confeſs, with a candour that pd mir W work, that 
you were once of opinion, that it became this great and renowned 
nation, inſtead of regulating her conduct by that of other ſtates, to 


! ſet a laudable example to them, by an immediate and unqualified = 


„ ſuppreſſion of this reprobated commerce; and I ſhould till main- 
s tain and avow the ſame ſentiments (ſay you 1), were I not, on better 
1 Infortnation, led to ſulpect that the means propoſed are not adequate 


'. hs mga an in ee eee eee 
and exerciſe all the wantoaneſs of cruelty without reſtraint or remorſe. Their treatment 


of cattle under their direction is brutal beyond belicf, &c. Hiſt. of the Welt Indies, 
Vol. II. 


+ Ses liſt, of the Wel Ties, Vd, 1 · m 
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*in Africa; and I am fully convinced that ſuch a meaſure will tend 


* 


4 60 che end- BWA : 
trade, by one nation only, will not ſerve the purpoſes of humanity 


< to aggravate, in a high degree, the miſeries of a great majority of 


_ © the negroes already in the Mi luder, whoſe decreaſing population 


< is at preſent unavoidable, and who therefore, unleſs recruited by 
« ſupplies from A#:cag; may find their labours: increaſe as their 
< numbers diminiſn. And why is the deereaſing population of the 
negroes at preſent unavoidable Why hut from the unexampled 


miſery of their condition. How long ſhall we offer human hecatombs_ 


to the cruel prejudices of avarioe? What: inſtitutions are theſe that 


annually, like a devouring and inſatiable gulf, demand the deſtruction 


of fifty thouſand helpleſs, -unoffending human creatures? What 
inſtitutions are theſe that annually deſtroy by want, by toil, by: fick- 
neſs, by ſorrow, by torture, and every Ypecies of | cruelty, a full tenth 
of the whole negro population of the Brity/h Weſt Indies ?—Humanity 
ſhudders as we read of the ſpectacles of gladiators among the Ro- 
mans; we turn, with abhorrence, from the detail of the maſſaeres and 
cruelties of France: but what are theſe: compared with the cold 
blooded rage of avarice, the fanguinary atrocity of law, that ſanftions 
murder and calls it policy ; that laviſhes the germ of exiſtence; that de- 
ſtroys the human ſpecies both root and branch; that perpetuates 
maſſacre and extermination from year a ee en 
without hope or end, and calls it neceſſity1 . e 
But you doubt whether a diſoontinuance of hy! 4150 9 We 
part of Great Britain, other nations continuing to purchaſe ſlaves as 
vfual, would contribute to remedy the miſeries of the unhappy #egroes. - - 
I am afraid your reaſonings on this head will not have much weight, 


Except Fü tho who wiſh to be ſatisfied by them,” 'You ay , that 


ſhould the ſlave trade be aboliſhed on our part, one. -or.other of de 
n. ofthe wa kan v. . 
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e theſe miſerable people:thrown-on the market. And yon give us 


cu) 


| conſequences would follow—either: the French,” the Dwich, and other 
matitinas nations of Earope; would avail themſelves of the opportunity 
| by ſeiing 00 what, we ſurrender, and increaſe their trade in propor- 

Gon to the increaſed: ſuppiy. Or, having the choice and refuſal of 
338, 000 ſlaves/annually;” more than they have at preſent, they will be 
| harder to pleaſe, and only. purchaſe prime flaves. The old, the very 
- young the fickly, aud the feeble will be rejected on account of this 
redundancy. in the market. Behold, chen, an'exceſs of 38,000 of 


room to ſuppoſe that, not finding purchaſers, they will either be put to 
death inmediatuly, by their owners, or left to periſh by famine —And: 


does a milder dom await thoſe who do find purchaſers ? | | 
Let us examine this reaſoning more minutely.—ln the firſt place, 


| Great Britain muſt continue the flave trade; for if ſhe does not, it 

Will paſs into the hands of other nations to our detriment, and their 
emolument.— This topic fairly gives up the morality of the practice 
and the honour of the nation. The practice, we grant, is iniquitous, 


| and the, .cauſe, of exquiſite, miſery. to multitudes, of our fellow crea- | 
tures; but why relinquiſh it in a fit of miſtaken tenderneſs ? Should 


we do ſo, the poor natives of Africa will not. profit by our good i in- 
 tentions, fince, whether the buyers are many or few, the ſlaye market 
will be equally ſupplied, and other maritime nations will. profit by 


our ſqueamiſhneſs; and the fame acts of oppreſſion, violence, and 


fraud, which are ſaid to be committed by princes on their ſubjects, or 
by individuals on each other, for the purpoſe of procuring flaves for 
ſale, will exiſt, as uſual, without regulation or reſtraint. Some i in- 
ſtances of theſe crimes may ſtill exiſt; but will they be as numerous 
and frequent? 1 you anſwer in the affirmative, \ you muft maintain, 
that Crimes wilt 'be equally frequent, whether the, incentive to com- 


mit "them be great or ſmall. 1 cannot wha that the legiſlature: 


a ne del wii tis, Yau. e 
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would be 0 blind and cg to prohibit: — 
the ſlave trade by Britiſh: ſubjects in Britiſb bottoma, while they left 
the importation of ſlaves to our colonies. free and open ſot the ſhips of 
other nations. No take it for granted, that nat only the carrying; 
of ſlaves in Britiſb veſſels, bur the futute importation. of them into our 
colonies by any means, muſt be underſtood to be prohibited, - elſe the 
interference of the ne Wd 8 COIN" s N 


account ſtands on your ſtatement. j e 
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80 a you ſee confiterably TOR, than one half of the whole export 
of ſlaves from Africa is made by the Briti/h alone, and that the Brit : 
have been in the habit of exporting more flaves from Africa (whe- 
ther for their own, uſe ot to ſupply other people). than all the re- 
maining nations of Europe put together, when the demand of thoſe 
nations for ſlaves was greateſt. But we are to conſider how the mat- 
ter ſtands at preſent: the French and the Danes no longer import 
flayes, we are therefore to ſubduct 22,000 from the ſum total above 
given. The reſidue is $2,000 3 ;..of which the Engliſh export from 
Africa 38,000, that is to ſay, nearly three parts in four of the whole 
amount + ! Yet you contend that the flave market-would continue the 
fame as befors, and the ſame cruel 1 gry means $ be uſed to bopply. 
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it, though che demand for ſlaves r ie the per 
| ee to. IR RY 'ef yo wu eee 
of Brita. | 
... Your PTR ſuppoſes the ee . ty 1 
. thoſe that govern every other market in the world, and 
that the diminiſhing the number of buyers; or, in other words, the call 
for the commodity,” would not diminiſh the quantity of the commo- 
_ dity brought to market. Demand and ſupply ate commonly ſuppoſed 
to be reciprocal. The iricentive to the hringing of any commodity to 
market is the price it beats, and the price is regulated by the demand. 
Vos yourſelf admit that the prices on the coaſt have been known to 
vary, as: the market is more or leſs plentifully ſupplied ® ; and yet, in 
coutradiction to this ſtatetnent of your own, you ſuppoſe the African 
ſlave merchant ſo ſtupid, and devoid of all obſervation and reflection, as 
not to know one of the moſt obvious truths, a truth forced on his 
mind by daily experience that demand and ſupply grow up toge- 
ther and continue to regulate and ſupport each other. But theſe you 
ſay i are the arratigernents of well informed: and civilized nen. In 
my mind they are amoug the very firſt and moſt obvious principles of 
barter; and to be known, fequire no deep or philoſophical reſearch, 
but the ſimple exiſtence of a commercial intercourſe. I cannot, there- 
fore, agree with you in your concluſon, that e ſo long as any Eu- 
_ 46. topean ſhips create a market, vhether the price of ſlaves be high or 
„ low, it can hardly be doubtet that wars between nations for the 
ſole purpoſe of obtainuig'flaves, and all the other enormities con- 
ſequent from this abhorred edmmerce, will be as frequent as 
ever F.“ will grant pon that the: reduction of the number of 
HB ho ooh Ht e ge eee Pt aN at d in 2 
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then to sey it with” oRtibtyiant good order. FE 
Let thoſe who have: faithfilly ſerved” thier: miltecs: Wen yentt 1 let 
the parents of re children” bot in mrfükge f Met thibls-Whoroblain = 1 
certificates e from the "miniſters of the "Goſpel of 1 pivficieticy'in the 6A ; 
knowledge of the gion, be manumitted {and let the children -— | 
of negreef born in be Yechired frees och infications:wbuld - | 

cheer theſe unfortiinate 'people with d profpe& 6f festem though 

partial and remote, ad, ir che ſame time would held forth preitiivaig = 

for ſobriety, good condudt, and ſübmiſſiom to the lan... 5 
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ee on of labour, a ing taſks; which are h/ with = 
 diffliculty performed by twenty Haves, wall fall to the haue of, and "oh | 
be eraded (wich the Sys eee vn 1 ſeventeeil. S0 abuſe 
muſt | | | eruelty for ever, in 
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eee, e asded, 


\gillature of GunaR Bexrarn,'and enforced 
the reſpective iſlands, to reſtrain he 
rice of the planter, thus prodigat'of human life, and 46 proportion the | 
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